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ABSTPACT 

In a one try at success condition, prisoners high in 
an Achievement- low in test anxiety (HL) performed significantly 
better than those low in n ?iChievement-high in test anxiety (LH) in a 
noncontingent but not a contingent path. These results are consistent 
with previous findings involving prisoners and at variance with 
results derived from students. Under the two tries at success 
condition, HL's performed significantly better than LH's in a 
contingent but not a noncontingent path and hence are more in line 
with results obtained from students. The hypothesis that prisoners 
behave as if they were failure threatened is explored. (Author) 
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Abstract 

In a one try at success condition* prisoners high in n Achievement- 
low in test anxiety (HL) performed significantly better than those low 
in n Achievement-high in test anxiety (LH) in a noncontingent but not a 
contingent path. These results are consistent with previous findings 
involving prisoners and at variance with results derived from students. 
Under the two tries at success condition* HL's performed significantly 
better than LH's in a contingent but not a noncontingent path and hence 
are more in line with results obtained from students. The hypothesis 
that prisoners behave as if they were failure threatened is explored. 
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The present study was an attempt to substantiate the relationship 
between achievement motivation and future orientation for a prison pop-- 
ulation. The relationship was also evaluated whan the subject was told 
he had more than one attempt at success » 

The theory of achievement motivation (Atkinson and Feather, 1966, 
Chapter 20) has been elaborated recently by Raynor (1969) to embrace 
future orientation. Operationally in the laboratory future orientation 
is conceptualized as a contingent path where success at the immediate 
next step in the path is a necessary condition to proceed on to the 
next step and failure precludes any further work in the path (Raynor 
and Rubin, 1971) • The contingent path is contrasted with a noncontin- 
gent path in which success or failure has no bearing on proceeding to 
the next step in the path* The theory implies that anticipation of 
future successes or failures at steps in the contingent path arouses 
a future oriented component tendency. For a success oriented individ*- 
ual, one whose motive to approach success (Mg) is relatively greater 
than his motives to avoid failure (M^)> that future oriented compon- 
ent tendency is positive and augments the positive value of his result- 
ant achievement tendency to engage in the immediate task. For an 
individual who is failure threatened, one whose motive to avoid failure 



is relatively greater than his cotive to approach success (Mg) , 
this future orie.^ted ccn;ponent tendency ii* n^iiative^ Added lo his neg- 
ative resultant achievement tendency this will create further inhibi- 
tion to undertake the task. In ether words, an inter^aticn between 
achievenient motivation and type of path is predicted. ^*s^^A? i^^ivid* 
uals should perform better in a contingent than a noncontingent path 
while the M;^>M3 individuals should perform poorer in a contingent 
than a noncontingent path. The results of Raynor and Rubin (1971) 
employing four step and Entin and Raynor (1973) using two step paths 
confirm these predictions. 

lu an attempt to generalise these results to other populations 
Eatin (1972) conducted a study similar in design to Raynor and Rubin 
(1971) within the walls of a maximum security prison. The subsequent 
results were counter to the previous findings. Prisoners who were 
Ms>MaF tended to perform better in the noncontingent than contingent 
path while M^>Mg prisoners showed no difference in performance between 
the two paths. Entin interpreted these results by assuming that all 
prisoners behaved as if they were failure threatened. It was pointed 
odi:> however, chat all this was tentative for the sample was small and 
possibly not representative of the whole prison population. Further- 
more so little work with motivational variables has been done with 
prison populations that no past research could be cited for support. 

Method 

Oae hundred and one prisoners ranging in age from 19-25 years were 
solicited from AltCr Priwwn, Alto, Georgia, for participation in this 
study. All subjects were selected from inmates currently enrolled in 
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^cadu^ic cl;:i£;sc3 at /J. to. 



IC^wd for achicvcu;ant wa^; w;it>uuwv;d c:.;?ljyi;io ^^rojeccive tech- 



Sentence cues vera used in lieu of pictures (see Eniiin, 1973). The 
first third of the Test Aiixiety Questionnaire OrLindler and Sarason, 
1352) was employed to measure test anxiety. Each measure was then 
rank ordered and split at its respective median. S^s were then simul- 
taneously classified high and low on n Achievement and Test Anxiety 
to produce the four motive groups, HH, HL, LH, LL. It was assumed 
that S^s in the HL group were Ms>Mj^, in the LH group were M^>MSf 
and in the HH and LL groups were Ms==^^AF• 

The dependent task was a booklet of arithmetic problems eight 
pa^es in length. Each page consisted of 72 addition problems (two 
digits added to two digits) constructed from a random table of num- 
bers. The booklet was organized into four sections, demarked with 
blank green pages, of two pages each. 

All jJs were read instructions leading them to believe that the 
test they were about to take had been adjusted to their ability and 
Wwuld provide them with a 50/50 chance of success. Ss in the one 
try contingent path were told that they had two minutes to work on 
each of the two pages comprising test 1. Only those who scored in 
the top half of the group for that test would be allowed to go on 
to test 2 and likewise successful at test 2 to go on to test 3, etc. 
Those who failed would remain in their seats until the testing was 
over. Ss in the one try noncont indent path were told essentially 
the same instruction, except r:i;jardless of their success or failure 
they all would have an opportunity to work on all the tests. S^s in 



Icviscd by McClell 



and Lcvull (1953), but 



tha cvo tvtic cor.t:in^c;;c vera ^ivon c;i-j:il:ir iascrtictior.s except 

thay wore tolJ that the two oa^cs represented alternative foras of 
each test. Thoce who scored in the top half of the group or the 
first foru (page) could skip the second forn (?afie) and go rii>ht to 
test two, however, thoi;c who fail on lona 1 could try again on fora 
2. Only those who failed twice would not be allowed to go on to 
test 2, etc. In the two tries noncontingcnt path Ss were told re- 
gardless of their success or failure on the two forms they would be 
allowed to go on to all the tests. 

Upon completion of the first page in the math booklet all S^s were 
told to stop and the booklets collected. 

Results and Discussion 
The mean nuuber of problems correct is depicted in Table 1. A 
4 O'*ocivation) by 2 (Tries) by 2 (Experimental Condition) Ai;OVA re- 
vealed main effects for motivation and experimental condition 
(r = 2.22, df = 3/S4, £ < .09 and F = 6.98, df = 1/84, £ < .01. respec- 
tively). More interestingly, within the one try condition, HL S.s per- 
formed better in the noncontingent than contingent condition (t^ = 2.33, 
df = 84, £ < .05) while LH ^s showed no difference between the two path 
conditions. Furthermore, KL ^s performed significantly more problems 
than LH Ss in the noncontingent path (t_ = 2.15, df^ = 84, £ < .05) while 
the same comparison in the contingent path was not significant. These 
results closely match those reported by Entin (1972) who also employed 
prisoners as S.s and are at variance with the results reported by Raynor 
and Rubin (1971) and Entin and Raynor (1973) where the Ss were college 



la the uvo tries cor.aition the conparisons between the noncontingeat 
cad coatia^cat p»iths for the UL aaJ LH cotivc s^^o^ps were aot sisaiticaat. 
Uithia path5, HL S^s outpurforued the LM j^^s (c = 1.49, df » SA, £ < .03) 
la the coatiaseat path whereas ia the aoacoatiaseat path this comparisoa 
yielded aoasijaif icaat insults. Renults vithia the two tries coaditioa 
appear siailar to results obtaiaed whea college studeats. are ecployed as Ss. 

A further exaaiaatioa of the differeaces betweea the oae and two tries 
coaditioas shoved a tries by experimeatal coaditioa iateractioa withia the 
EL xaotive group but ao such iateractioa withia the LH motive group. That 
Is, Ss ia the HL group performed better ia the oae try than two tries coa- 
ditioa whea faced with a aoacoatiageat path while two tries produced higher 
performaace thaa the oae try coaditioa withia the coatiageat path (t_ - 1.83 » 
df - 84, 2. * .05). This is further evideace that haviag two tries at 
success tends to mitigate, for the HL ^s at least, the stroag difference 
observed betweea the paths ia the oae try coaditioa. 

To iaterpret what occurred ia the two tries coaditioa, coasider a 
ia the aoacoatiageat path workiag oa alteraate form 1. If he succeeded, 
he was free to move oa, but if failiire occurred, that was coastraiaed 
to vsric oa alternate form 2. This teaded to give the aoacoatiageat path 
the appearaace of a coatiageat path. Heace iahibitioa iacreased aad, 
as would be expected, "failure threateaed'* Ss performed less well. 
Alteraately, as the coatiageat path took oa aspects of a aoacoatiageat 
path (a £ could go oa to alteraate form 2 regardless of whether failure 
occurred oa alteraate form 1), iahibitioa decreased aad, as expected, 
"failure threateaed" Ss performed better. 

Ia geaeral, the above patterns of results demoastrate that iadividual 
differeaces ia achievemeat motivatioa appear to be related to performaace 



pricc»cri« la chc sazic way thay cc& v&la.i.cd in collects stud&nts. Fl&d- 
ia^s for ona try coadition rci?licat»i those rcportad by Zntir. (1972), 
la particular, HL prisoners pcrforc;cd better ia the noacoatin£;ent than 
ccatin;:;ent path. £atin*s hypothesis that prisoners appear to behave as 
if they were all failure threatened is viewed as consistent with these 
findings, Rayaor*s elaborated theory (1969, 1971) predicts that failure 
threatened _Ss should perform better in the noncontingent than contingent 
path. 
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l^uabcr of ?ro*-liii:s Correct as a Function of 
Koclve Groups, Tries, ar.a Zxp£ris;eriCaI Condicion 
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note-MSE=*98.37, df=S4 



